THE END OF TffE PLAY.
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In the following month Foe went to Lowell, IVlass,, the residence of his old correspondent, Mrs. Xjocke, and lectured on " The Poetic Principle," There lie made acquaintance with a family who Tbecame his devoted friends.   Immediately upon his return to New York, being furnished with funds for liia long-delayed journey in behalf of the "Stylos," derived possibly from tins lecture or the two advances made on " Eureka," he started for Richmond.    In that city he made the acquaintance of IVEr. John K. Thompson, editor of the " Southern Xjiterary Messenger," of whose office he made a resort, and among his old friends he met Ins boyish dflame, Miss Royster, now the widow Shelton, well supplied with worldly goods and well disposed to-•wai-d. Himself.    He was on the point of taking up the youthful romance and proposing marriage to Jier, when he received from Mrs, Whitman, who liad begun to question the propriety of her neglect, two stanzas of her poem, " A Night in August," -unsigned, and sent, she says, after a lapse of more •than  two months, in "playful acknowledgment" of liis own anonymous lines.    In the letter already quoted, Poe represents hia state of mind during lier silence as a hoping against hope culminating in a spirit far more reckless than despair;   and he concludes, referring to his intention of offering his liand to Mrs. Shelton at this stage," your lines reached me in Richmond on the very day in which I was about to enter on a course which would haveHelen," which is supposed to
